Target number:  15.9

Indicators: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]15.9.1 Progress towards national targets established in accordance with Aichi Biodiversity Target 2 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020
- 15.9.1.a: Number of countries that established national targets in accordance with Aichi Biodiversity Target 2 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 in their National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans (NBSAP) and the progress reported towards these targets.
- 15.9.1.b: Number of countries that have integrated biodiversity values into national accounting and reporting systems, defined as implementation of the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA).

Background

Process for developing the methodology:
These indicators are based on existing processes which are will developed and agreed by countries. The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Secretariat, UN Environment and the UN Statistics Division (UNSD) all have collaborated on this approach. Additionally, this aligns with the Member State driven processes of the CBD and the UN Committee on Environmental Economic Accounts (UNCEEA). 

National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans are described in Article 6 of the Convention on General Measures for Conservation and Sustainable Use. Each Contracting Party shall, at intervals to be determined by the Conference of the Parties, present to the Conference of the Parties, reports on measures which it has taken for the implementation of the provisions of this Convention and their effectiveness in meeting the objectives of this Convention. There have been sixth rounds of national reporting to date. The most recent round of national reporting had a deadline of 31 December 2018. The format for the sixth national reports requested that Parties, among other things, provide an assessment of their progress towards their national targets and/or the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The progress assessment for Aichi Biodiversity Target 2 would thus provide critical information for indicator 15.9.1. 

Integration of biodiversity values into national accounting and reporting systems can be achieved through implementation of the international statistical standard, the System for Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA). The SEEA Central Framework (SEEA CF) was adopted by the UN Statistical Commission in 2012 as the first international standard for environmental-economic accounting. In addition, the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting EA was endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission in 2013 as the basis for further development of this new field of national accounting, and the SEEA EEA was formally published in 2014 under the auspices of the United Nations, the European Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group. Following the decision of the United Nations Statistical Commission in March 2017, a revision of the SEEA EEA is now taking place, with the intention to reach agreement on as many aspects of ecosystem accounting as possible by 2020. Results of The Global Assessment of Environmental-Economic Accounting and Supporting Statistics provide the data needed for Part B of the indicator.

Proposed approach for the methodology:
The approach for the methodology is to use existing data collection processes and existing methodologies which are globally agreed as standards to collect the data for this indicator. 

Justification
The CBD 6th National Reports have been processed over the last year to ensure the ability to implement this methodology. For sub-indicator (a), more than 191 National reports have been received and thus there is data for most countries globally. This data will be ready for inclusion in the SDG report for 2020. 

UNSD has conducted Global Assessments on implementation of the System of Environmental Economic Accounting (SEEA), beginning in 2006. The Global Assessment collects information on current and future implementation of SEEA accounts and is sent to the national statistical offices of all UN Member States and additional territories.  
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Pilot testing and consultations:
Member States have driven the work on CBD National Reports and on the UNCEEA Global Assessment. Both of these data collection processes report back to their respective body, the Committee of Parties for the CBD and the UN Statistical Commission for the UNCEEA. 
