Goal: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development

Target: Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as reflected in UNCLOS, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We Want.

Indicator: Number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing through legal, policy and institutional frameworks, ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources.

Institutional information

Organization(s):
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, United Nations Secretariat

Contact person(s):
Alice Hicuburundi
Stephanie Ierino

Email address (for internal use only)
hicuburundi@un.org
stephanie.ierino@un.org 

Concepts and definitions

Definition:
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicator 14.c.1 measures the number of countries making progress in ratification of, accession to and implementation of ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in the United Nation Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources.

There are two aspects to this indicator:
· the number of countries making progress in ratifying and acceding to ocean-related instruments that implement international law as reflected in UNCLOS for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources, and 
· the number of countries making progress in implementing such instruments through legal, policy and institutional frameworks.


Rationale:
Target 14.c seeks to enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as reflected in UNCLOS.

UNCLOS sets out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out, including the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources.  It is a framework instrument, which provides for the development of other implementing instruments that conform to the provisions of the Convention. Therefore, progress in the implementation of international law as reflected in UNCLOS can only be comprehensively measured if progress in the implementation of ocean-related instruments that in turn implement international law as reflected in UNCLOS, is also measured. 

Such instruments include, in particular, UNCLOS’s two implementing agreements,[footnoteRef:1] in addition to a range of other ocean-related international instruments which have been developed by a number of organizations, in particular by the competent international organizations of the UN system.  Indicator 14.c.1 measures the number of countries making progress in ratifying, acceding to and implementing such instruments. [1:  The Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (Part XI Agreement) and the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (UNFSA).] 


Following extensive consultation with Member States and other stakeholders, including the membership of UN-Oceans, the methodology for indicator 14.c.1 measures the number of countries making progress in ratifying, acceding to and implementing UNCLOS and its two implementing agreements.  States are also invited to report on ratification of, accession to and implementation of any additional instruments which they consider implement international law as reflected in UNCLOS for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources, as well as to indicate whether they have a national policy for the ocean, and/or a designated national institution or other mechanism, such as a national focal point or an inter-agency or inter-departmental working group, with responsibility for ensuring that the problems of ocean space are considered through an integrated, interdisciplinary and intersectoral approach.

Concepts:
N/A.

Comments and limitations:
The methodology for indicator 14.c.1 has been developed on the basis of extensive consultations with States.  OLA/DOALOS is confident in the validity of the methodology, including as a result of the data gathered through the pilot test phase.

Methodology

Computation Method:
The indicator measures the number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing UNCLOS and its two implementing agreements through legal, policy and institutional frameworks.  

This measurement of progress is computed on the basis of countries’ responses to questions 1 and 2 in the questionnaire which has been developed, and which will provide an indication of overall trends and progress in implementing target 14.c. 

Disaggregation:
Data will be disaggregated by instrument.

Treatment of missing values:

· At country level

Additional publicly available data on ratifications and accessions which is available through the Secretary-General as depositary may also be used to determine whether a country with missing data has ratified or acceded to UNCLOS and its two implementing agreements.

· At regional and global levels

Additional publicly available data on ratifications and accessions to UNCLOS and its two implementing agreements, which is available through the Secretary-General as depositary, may also be used to derive regional or global aggregates.

Regional aggregates:

Regional and global data regarding ratification of, accession to and implementation of UNCLOS and its implementing agreements would be aggregated by:
1) adding up the number of parties to UNCLOS and its implementing agreements and reporting this number for each instrument over time. Additional publicly available data on ratifications and accessions which is available through the Secretary-General as depositary may also be used to determine the number of parties to each instrument;

2) adding up the number of States (parties and non-parties) reporting that:
a) they have fully implemented, through legal frameworks, UNCLOS and its implementing agreements,
b) they have partially implemented through legal frameworks UNCLOS and its implementing agreements,
c) the question of implementation through legal frameworks is not applicable for UNCLOS and its implementing agreements, and reporting these numbers for each instrument over time; and

3) adding up the number of States reporting that they have adopted a national policy for the ocean, and/or designated a national institution or other mechanism, such as a national focal point or an inter-agency or inter-departmental working group, with responsibility for ensuring that the problems of ocean space are considered through an integrated, interdisciplinary and intersectoral approach, and reporting this number over time. The number of those States responding to the question as “not applicable” would also be added up.

Regional and global data regarding ratification of, accession to and implementation of any additional instruments identified by States would be aggregated by:
1) adding up the number of additional instruments identified by respondents and listing those instruments;

2) adding up the number of States that have identified and reported on the same additional instruments; and

3) adding up the number of States reporting that they have ratified or acceded to each of those additional instruments and reporting this number for each instrument over time. 

4) adding up the number of States reporting that:
a) they have fully implemented, through legal frameworks, each of the identified additional instruments,
b) they have partially implemented through legal frameworks each of the identified additional instruments,
c) the question of implementation through legal frameworks is not applicable for the additional instruments identified,
and reporting these numbers for each instrument over time.

Sources of discrepancies:

N/A.

Methods and guidance available to countries for the compilation of the data at the national level:

A questionnaire, with accompanying instructions regarding its completion is used to collect national-level data.

Quality assurance

Following receipt of completed questionnaires, OLA/DOALOS will review and validate all input received, in consultation with members of UN-Oceans and with relevant counterparts at the national level, as appropriate.

Data Sources

Description:

Data will be collected through a questionnaire, which has been developed to facilitate measurement of the number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing through legal, policy and institutional frameworks, ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in UNCLOS, for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources, as called for under indicator 14.c.1.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Collection process:

OLA/DOALOS will coordinate distribution/completion of the 14.c.1 questionnaire through the Permanent Missions to the United Nations in New York.  The Permanent Missions would coordinate distribution of the questionnaire amongst relevant government ministries, departments and agencies, and submit the completed questionnaires to OLA/DOALOS, as necessary.

Following receipt of completed questionnaires, OLA/DOALOS will review and validate all input received, in consultation with members of UN-Oceans and with relevant counterparts at the country level, as appropriate.

Data Availability

Description:

Indicator 14.c.1 is a new indicator.  The initial administration of the indicator 14.c.1 questionnaire will establish baseline data for this indicator.  The only information that is currently publicly available is the number of parties to UNCLOS and its implementing agreements since those treaties are deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Time series:

N/A.

Calendar

Data collection:

Baseline data collection is planned for 2020.  Data collection will be repeated every two to three years.

Data release:

2020.

Data providers

Data will be provided by relevant government ministries, departments and agencies.
Data compilers

OLA/DOALOS.
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Related indicators

Implementation of target 14.c is linked to progress in all other targets of Sustainable Development 14, and the other ocean-related Goals of the 2030 Agenda.
