SDG indicator 14.c.1: Tier-reclassification request summary
Indicator 14.c.1: Number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing through legal, policy and institutional frameworks, ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources.
Custodian Agency(ies): OLA/DOALOS
Current Tier: Tier III
Proposed Tier: Tier II
1. Background and rationale for indicator re-classification
Indicator 14.c.1 calls for an assessment of the number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing through legal, policy and institutional frameworks, ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources.
There is no existing international methodology that measures progress in ratification, acceptance and implementation of such instruments.  Accordingly, OLA/DOALOS has led the development of a new methodology by the membership of UN-Oceans, the inter-agency mechanism for cooperation and coordination on oceans and coastal issues in the United Nations system, for the measurement of progress against indicator 14.c.1.
That methodology consists of a self-reporting exercise, in the form of a questionnaire, to be completed by States.  The template questionnaire may be found at Attachments A.1 and A.2.
The individual questions included in that questionnaire track closely the elements of indicator 14.c.1.
[bookmark: _Hlk19693498]In question 1, States are invited to report on ratification of, accession to and implementation of UNCLOS and its two implementing agreements: the Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (Part XI Agreement) and the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (UN Fish Stocks Agreement).
While UNCLOS and its implementing agreements are the focus of question 1, this does not imply that they represent all potentially relevant ocean-related treaties which may be within the scope of indicator 14c.1. Therefore, States are invited to report, in an Annex to the questionnaire, on ratification of, accession to and implementation of any additional instruments which they consider implement international law as reflected in UNCLOS for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources. States are also invited to identify and communicate their specific capacity-building needs and priorities with respect to the implementation of relevant international instruments.
[bookmark: _Hlk19775149]In question 2, States are invited to indicate whether they have adopted a national policy for the ocean, and/or designated a national institution or other mechanism, such as a national focal point or an inter-agency or inter-departmental working group, with responsibility for ensuring that the problems of ocean space are considered through an integrated, interdisciplinary and intersectoral approach.
States are encouraged to respond to both questions included in the attached template.  However, alternatively, space is also provided for States to include a direct link or links to their national reporting platform(s) where the responses to those questions are contained.
The methodology outlined above was developed on the basis of extensive consultations with States, as outlined further in Section 3, and has been substantially revised and refined on the basis of the feedback received.  It has also been successfully pilot tested, amongst regionally diverse States, as outlined further at Section 4.

2. Information on how and when the methodology has become an international standard and who is the governing body that approves it
As noted above, there is no existing international methodology that measures progress in ratification of, accession to and implementation of ocean-related instruments that implement international law, as reflected in UNCLOS, for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources.
The methodology developed for indicator 14.c.1 is based on the discussions and feedback received from States at a number of side events, information sessions and, in particular, during the twentieth meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea, as indicated in the report of that meeting, document A/74/119, paragraphs 73 to 78.

3. Development and testing of the methodology (please also include information on how NSSs, and in particular NSOs, are involved in methodology development, data collection and data validation)
The principal stages of methodological development and testing have included:
· Development of an initial methodological proposal within UN-Oceans, and a first discussion of that proposed methodology with States and other relevant stakeholders at a side event convened in the margins of the twenty-eighth Meeting of States Parties to UNCLOS, in New York, on 11 June 2018;
· Convening of two side events in the margins of the Informal Consultations on the draft General Assembly resolution on oceans and the law of the sea, on 3 October and 16 November 2018, respectively, to seek feedback on proposed revisions and refinements to the methodology;
· Convening of a further side event in the margins of the second session of the Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction on 4 April 2019, to discuss and further refine the methodology;
· A discussion on the refined methodology during the twentieth meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea, which was held in New York, from 10 to 14 June 2019;
· Circulation of the refined methodology to Member States and States Parties to UNCLOS on 8 July 2019 for feedback and seeking volunteers to participate in the pilot study; and 
· In the absence of objections to the refined methodology, pilot testing of the refined methodology between 15 August and 13 September 2019 (see Section 4, below).

4. Results of the pilot studies and list of countries consulted that are regionally representative
Six States agreed to take part in the pilot methodology, namely Barbados, Italy, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Sweden and Togo.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The principal results of the pilot study are summarized in the table below.  A fuller exposition of the results of the pilot study may be found in Attachment B.
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	Barbados
	Italy
	Poland
	Republic of Korea
	Sweden
	Togo
	Total

	Party
	Yes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6

	
	No
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	Implemented
	Yes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5

	
	No
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	
	Partially
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1

	
	N/A
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Part XI Agreement

	
	Barbados
	Italy
	Poland
	Republic of Korea
	Sweden
	Togo
	Total

	Party
	Yes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6

	
	No
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	Implemented
	Yes
	
	
	-
	
	
	
	5

	
	No
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	
	Partially
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	N/A
	-
	-
	
	-
	-
	-
	1

	UNFSA

	
	Barbados
	Italy
	Poland
	Republic of Korea
	Sweden
	Togo
	Total

	Party
	Yes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6

	
	No
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	Implemented
	Yes
	
	
	-
	
	
	
	4

	
	No
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	
	Partially
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1

	
	N/A
	
	-
	
	-
	-
	-
	1

	National policy or coordinating institution/mechanism

	
	Barbados
	Italy
	Poland
	Republic of Korea
	Sweden
	Togo
	Total

	National policy or coordinating institution/mechanism regarding the ocean
	Yes
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	4

	
	No
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	
	N/A
	-
	
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1



One participant in the pilot survey identified a number of specific capacity-development needs with regard to the implementation of UNCLOS.
Participants also identified 17 additional global instruments and 24 additional regional instruments that implement international law as identified in UNCLOS for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and their resources, and provided information with respect to ratification, accession and implementation of those instruments.  In two instances, two participants identified the same global instrument.

5. Confirmation/explanation of joint submission with other partner/co-custodian agencies (if applicable)
The development of the methodology has been led by OLA/DOALOS, in close collaboration with UN-Oceans members.

6. Conclusion
The methodology for indicator 14.c.1 has been developed on the basis of extensive consultations with States, as outlined above.
OLA/DOALOS is confident in the validity of the methodology, and the data gathered through the pilot test phase.  The IAEG-SDGs is therefore requested to reclassify indicator 14.c.1 from Tier III to Tier II.
